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Abstract 
Foundation for the National Institutes of Health Partnerships: Lessons Learned  

 

Since inception in 1996, FNIH has raised almost $750 million for over 400 partnerships that support the 

mission of the NIH.  In doing so, it has gained a reputation for integrity, skillful management of complex 

scientific partnerships and efficient use of resources.  This is reflective of a small but expert staff with 

unique capabilities in scientific project leadership and management, resource mobilization and advocacy.  

Out of every dollar invested in FNIH, 94 cents goes to support innovative scientific initiatives – an 

exceptionally high contribution to programs that has earned FNIH the highest rating for the past seven 

years by Charity Navigator, the largest, independent charity watchdog in the U.S.  Importantly, the 

partnerships managed by FNIH leverage taxpayer dollars with private sector investment resulting in 

effective and efficient collaborations and alliances that attract industry, academia, patient advocacy 

groups, venture philanthropy, other foundations and individuals.  From this experience, there are lessons 

learned, and to be shared, about creating and managing successful biomedical partnerships. 

 


